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ACUATS - 1972-1973 ANNUAL REPORT 


I. INTRODUCTION 

The Atlantic City Urban Area Transportation Study (ACUATS) 
was initiated in the fall of 1964 and is based on a continuing com- 
prehensive planning process which is carried on cooperatively by state 
and local agencies. The study area covers part of Atlantic and Cape 
May Counties and includes twelve municipalities with a total land area 
of approximately 61 square miles. 

The purpose of this annual report is to present the accom- 
plishments and findings which were achieved during the 1972-1973 fiscal 


year. 


II. IMPLEMENTATION 

The 1985 Transportation Plan - The main objective of an 
Urban Area Transportation Study is to develop an area-wide transporta- 
tion plan which will promote desired growth and accommodate the trans- 
portation needs brought about by this growth. A definite set of 
improvements enabling the transportation system to meet future needs has 
been developed and approved initially by the joint Local Cooperating Board 
and Technical Committee and by the ACUATS Executive Committee on Feb- 
ruary 6, 1973. The proposed improvements are (see Figure 1): 


1. The improvement and extension of West End Avenue 
(Atlantic City and Ventnor); 


2. The extension of Franklin Avenue (Pleasantville); 
3. Route 9 Freeway, Western Alignment; 


4. Ocean City Connection (Route 60 Freeway continuation). 
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In view of the adoption of the 1985 Transportation Plan, 
the entire ACUATS Final Report was finalized and will be available in 
late summer, 1973. 

Brigantine Bridge - "The Brigantine Bridge Improvement was 
considered as a committed proposal in the 1985 Transportation Plan. In 
1969 construction began and in October of 1972 the new bridge was opened 
for traffic. Total cost of the project was approximately $10,500,000. 

The structure is a high level four lane bridge which runs from Atlantic 
City, across Absecon Inlet, to Brigantine with improved traffic circu- 
lation at the two approaches (Figure 2). This new bridge allows un- 
interrupted flow for both marine and auto traffic eliminating delays which 
occurred frequently with the old bridge. 

nae: Boulevard Improvement - Longport Boulevard, formerly 
Atlantic County Route 20, was taken over by the State in 1970 and is now 
New Jersey Route 152. The limits of this Route are Bay Avenue in Somers 
Point and the bridge crossing Beach Thorofare, just west of Longport. 

This section covers a distance of 3.2 miles. Improvements of Longport 
Boulevard will involve the upgrading of the existing highway, generally 
along the present alignment, and will include six new bridges (see Figure 3). 
The total cost of the project is approximately $16,000,000 with the greatest 
cost occurring for a high level bridge to cross Broad Thorofare (Bridge #5, 
Figure 3). 

Public Transportation - This portion of the 1985 Plan con- 
sists of a revised conceptual regional bus system based on an expected 
increase of bus riders of approximately 20 per cent over a twenty-year 
period. Exact routing, headways, size of bus fleet, etc., are details which 


still require a technical feasibility study. 
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Presently, the Atlantic City Transportation Company serves 
the largest ridership of cities that size in New Jersey. Nevertheless, 
in 1972 a considerable operating subsidy of $90,000 from Atlantic County 
and $270,000 from the State of New Jersey was necessary to provide con- 
tinued service. 

In addition, a privately operated jitney operation, primarily 
on Pacific Avenue in Atlantic City, carries at least as many passengers 
(about 17,000) on an average weekday as the existing Atlantic City area 


bus system. 


ITI. FINDINGS 

1972 Traffic Volume Counting Program — The 1972 Traffic Volume 
Counting Program was conducted as part of the continuing Operations Plan 
for ACUATS, with the purpose of providing an annual surveillance for the 
major portions of the area's highway network. The daily traffic volumes 
in the study area increased by approximately four per cent from 1971. 
Figure 4 graphically indicates the volumes on the major streets in the 


region. 


1970 Roadside Origin and Destination Analysis - During the 


past fiscal year, an analysis was made of the 1970 Roadside Survey. The 1970 


data was used to determine whether 1985 traffic forecasts and distribution 
patterns were following along projected lines. The survey es shows trips 
increasing at a rate of 3.7% per year. The forecasted values increase at 

a rate of approximately 3% per year. The actual survey vehicular growth 
from 1965 to 1970 exceeded the forecasted value by 11,500 trips or approxi- 
mately 3 per cent. Considering the relative short BE dod from 1965, the 


base year, to 1970, the projected trend line is within an acceptable limit 
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(see Figure 5). In addition, no significant deviations from the expected 
traffic patterns have developed. 

Social-Economic - The year round population in the ACUATS area 
has been increasing at a rate of approximately 1% per year since 1960. 
Census figures indicate that the urban area population was about 134,000 
in 1970. However, the populations in the core city of Atlantic City and 
the city of Pleasantville have decreased by 20% and 9% respectively since 
1960. 

During 1972, employment in ACUATS reached 45,933 or roughly 
.34 jobs per person. This represents only jobs covered by unemployment 


insurance, so the actual total was somewhat higher. 


IV. SERVICE 

1974 National Transportation Study - Figures 6 and “7 indicate 
the work performed by the ACUATS staff for the 1974 National Transportation 
Study. The specific objectives of the study are to quantify and evaluate 
the area's existing and future transportation systems, identify deficiencies, 
and contribute to the improvement of the transportation planning process. 

The geographic area considered in the study includes that area expected to be 
urbanized by 1990, an area extending beyond that presently covered by ACUATS' 
normal planning activities. 

The 1972 Transportation inventory (Figure 6) consists of a de- 
scription of the physical state and performance of the transportation system 
as of January 1, 1972 as well as operating costs of the system for calendar 
year 1971. The 1990 Transportation Plan (Figure 7) consists of a description 
of the physical state and performance of the transportation system as of 
January 1, 1990. The 1990 Plan also reflects the recommended improvements 


adopted by the ACUATS committees. 
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Future Traffic Generation for Stockton State College and a 


Proposed Hospital Complex - Richard Stockton State College, which is located 
ten miles west of Atlantic City in Galloway Township, Atlantic County, opened 
for classes in-the fall of 1O7P. Also, to be located in the same immediate 
area, is the proposed mainland branch of the Atlantic City Hospital and the 
proposed Betty Bacharach Rehabilitation Center (Figure B).| These three 
facilities will help to promote both future growth and employment in this 
general area. For this reason, a traffic analysis was conducted by the 
ACUATS staff to determine the approximate future traffic demands caused by 
these facilities and, in addition, to determine whether additional access 
ramps would be necessary for the Garden State Parkway to serve this area. 

Of the three potential locations for additional south oriented 
Garden State Parkway ramp connections, the Jimmy Leeds Road connection is 
the most logical from an accessibility viewpoint. The 1985 estimated daily 


traffic of about 10,000 vehicles (5,000 one-way), at the proposed Garden 


State Parkway ramps appears to justify the need for the subject connections. 
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